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Education for Civil Society Values

Extended summary1

The essence for education and pedagogical work for civil society is represented in devel-
oping abilities of comprehension and making choices, making directions and actions and en-
suring elements for making decisions. This is represented in tendencies of people to develop 
the will for actions, the feeling of value, which requires action and which are needed and nec-
essary, and the feeling of interrelation of problems, preventing one-way views or professional 
exclusiveness. Observing and understanding values is not obvious, and it is not easy. They must 
be learnt and gained. Without this, we can only dream about them, and this is only celebrating 
ideals, and not application of justice. Children should be trained for definite values and the real 
struggle for values is, in fact their actualisation. Nevertheless, comprehension about the use-
fulness of something does not mean its ownership. Didactics of pedagogical work for values of 
civil society, must not lead to exploitation of teacher’s authority or interference, as well as his 
character, didactics must give knowledge.

  All of these reasons are in favour o education for values as something what is necessary 
today, with education and pedagogical work for democracy, considering the fact that democ-
racy demands from everyone how to comprehend and make decisions considering own values 
and to get to know the others so that they can be understood.

 The essence for education and pedagogical work for politics is represented in develop-
ing abilities of comprehension and making choices, directing and action and ensuring elements 
needed for bringing decisions. This is the endeavouring, which makes people develop the will 
for action, feeling for values, which demand actions and which are needed, necessary; the feel-
ing of interconnection of problems, preventing one-way views or professional exclusiveness.
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 Nowadays, education is developed in conditions much different from those in which 
school appeared as a public and state institution. Today, there are globalisation, integration and 
homogenisation with high differentiation. Above all, in these processes, there are various insti-
tutions, which should be presented to children, and what is more important, there are new val-
ues, which should be gained. The aims of education nowadays are much wider.

 So, education for life in civil society does not have the aim of offering technical solu-
tions, because this would be indoctrination, i.e. this cannot be produced into political engi-
neering or marketing of the civil society. It makes its justification in getting to know the values 
of civil society ad training children for this function of the citizen of civil society. A man has 
chosen a life in the community with other citizens. This is why he should be taught the code of 
this kind of life, to accept the idea, which necessarily exists, even though it only comes to po-
liteness, kindness, solidarity, etc.

 Value system of civil society tends to protect autonomy and dignity of the individu-
al from the persecution of any kind – state, church or society and social majority. This system 
connects two closely tied ideas. It is liberal, because it stresses the freedom of the individual, 
relying on the philosophy of Old Greeks. On the other hand, the value system of the civil soci-
ety is constitutional, because it puts the rule of law into the centre of politics. Its basic contents 
are defence of rules of the individual for life and ownership and freedom of religion and speech. 
For ensuring the rights, he stresses the control of power, equableness in front of law, fair justice 
and laws, division between the state and the church.

 Civil society has never been developed by itself, so it will not be developed in Derbia 
in this way. There is not any philosophy, which determined its necessity or cause, but only con-
ditions, and assumptions it should be developed on. We have pointed at some of those values 
which have been gained or will be changed in Serbia as well as obstacles to these values; we have 
tried to show that comprehension of these values which have been gained or will be gained 
must represent the focal part of education of the subject called Civil education.

Accepted values differ from individual to individual, from society to society, from group 
to community. They are accepted everywhere, nourished and estimated. They are being im-
proved and changed in time and space, from society to society, from community to communi-
ty, from person to person. Nevertheless, there are universal values, which exist even when they 
are not accepted, even in society, which mocks them. 

 There is a firm belief today that modern civil society can hardly function without the 
developed civil consciousness. Civil awareness means consciousness of people abut the sig-
nificance of their participation in the process of political decision making which is definitely 
formed with the system o pedagogical and educational work. The role of pedagogical-educa-
tional programme is seen in adopting values, gaining new knowledge and skills, which are nec-
essary components for responsible and active participation in civil society.
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