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Extended summary

This paper deals with English as a worldlingua franca and its impaction making lan-
guage policies in Europe. English has been becoming an international language and a basis
of communication at a global level, so it holds first place as a foreign language in many Euro-
pean countries. Although language education policies in Europe promote plurilingualism and
cultural diversity (The Guide for the Development of Language Education Policies in Europe,
2003), the dominance of English, both as a lingua franca and foreign language, is obvious.

The methods of description, critical analysis and synthesis have been used in this quali-
tative research. Our aim has been to show the part that English as a lingua franca plays in pro-
ducing European language policies, through the brief overview of relevant works.

First, the spread of English as a consequence of globalization, information technology
development and need for lifelong learning and prosperity is discussed. For the first time one
language - English is used at a global level, and whereas the use of English is increasing, the fig-
ures of other languages are going down. According to some authors, that dominance can affect
preservation of language with a small number of speakers, and they have used the metaphor
Trojan Horse to refer to English as the language of imperialism. Crystal (1997) does not agree
with such allusion, pointing out that three-quarters of English vocabulary are loanwords from
over 120 different languages, which should mean that there are over120 “Trojan horses” inside
English. He notes that we must always be alert to the potential danger of language imperialism,
but at the same time, we must not overstate it.
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Certain researchers (Filipovi¢, 2009; Crystal, 2006; 2001; 2000; 1997; House, 2003; Fish-
man, 1977) have arrived at the conclusion that English as a lingua franca is not a threat to mul-
tilingualism and it can even promote it. It can also provide greater mobility for learning and
working in Europe and participation in all public spheres. People and institutions from dif-
ferent countries can now share ideas and solve some global problems through the medium of
English. Some studies emphasize the importance of being acquainted with the models of using
ELF as a global, intermediary language in promoting other languages and cultures in Europe.
For instance, in Germany English has been used in tertiary education as the sole medium of in-
struction or alongside German, which has been proved as a successful attempt to international-
ize German universities, attract more foreign students and promote the German language and
culture (House, 2003).

Further, on, the paper indicates that language education policies should be open and
flexible, they should encourage linguistic and cultural diversity and therefore, they should rec-
ognize and implement effective multilingual models. It is also implied that pure enthusiasm is
not enough to achieve these goals, political will and financial resources are necessary, too.How-
ever, it must be added that the Council of Europe is aware that dominant languages, like Eng-
lish, can pose a threat to minority languages and may prevent the language policies of Europe
to produce a multilingual society, where all languages are equal and worth learning.

In practical terms, this theoretical investigation can be useful to language education pol-
icy makers and language acquisition management, when revising existing language policies in
order to develop a multilingual perspective for all educational institutions, which can further
lead to the promotion of tolerance and diversity, enabling all people to live in a world of grow-
ing heterogeneity. Theoretically, our paper may help future researchers in this field.
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