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Moral Development and Moral Education of Pupils

Extended summary

The pedagogical role of the school can be discussed in general or more specifically, giv-
en the extent to which the school can contribute to encouraging the moral development of
students and the operationalization of the tasks of moral education. Following the theories of
moral development and moral education, the paper is aimed at consideration of possible ways
in which school may act in this domain, i.e., how curricular and extracurricular activities can
contribute to encouraging moral development and moral education of students. The issue of
moral education is inevitable, given that we are faced with a high prevalence of negative behav-
iors in children and youth (violence, antisocial behavior, substance abuse etc.), for which the
school, as well as the wider community, fails to provide adequate educational response. Empiri-
cal research on moral education in our schools has been small, which indicates that this area is
insufficiently researched and does not respond to the modern-day needs of pedagogical prac-
tice, especially the area related to the structure of school activities.

Focusing on the discrepancy between normative and practical functioning of schools,
the authors emphasize in the introductory part of the paper the importance of the pedagogical
role of the school from the aspect of moral development and moral education. Based on the re-
view of the previous theoretical and research findings in this field, the characteristics of moral
development are indicated as well as their compliance with the goals of moral education and
the forms of pedagogical activities in schools. By considering the structure of school activities
and the role of various participants in the educational process in the operationalization of the
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pedagogical role of the school, and based on modern pedagogical and didactic standpoints, the
opportunities offered by and the effects of the curricular and extracurricular activities on moral
development and moral education of pupils are considered as well. The authors point out the
capacities and key support points, but they also critically discuss the current problems and bar-
riers to the possibility of moral development and education of students.

Considering all the components of the systemic approach aimed at encouraging the
moral development and education of students, it can be concluded that the possibilities of the
school are far greater than the existing achievements. In order for the school activities to con-
tribute to encouraging moral development and moral education of students, certain precon-
ditions are needed, both theoretically and practically. The authors of the paper emphasize that
moral education of students is not sufficiently built into the educational activities of the school
and that it is necessary to make additional efforts to create a more adequate and comprehensive
plan and program of moral education than the existing one. Encouraging moral development
and moral education of students requires a systemic approach, which emphasizes the impor-
tance of supporting the development of not only cognitive but also socio-emotional abilities
and skills of students, through all school activities and through active action of all participants
in the educational process (students, teachers, parents). Accordingly, it is necessary to recon-
sider the goals and tasks of education, the content of curricular and extracurricular activities,
the relationship between teachers and students, the competence of teachers for educational
work (especially in the role of class teacher) in the field of moral education. Also, encouraging
moral development and positive student behavior includes the use of interactive methods and
forms of work that should be tailored to the age and needs of students, adequate application
of rewards and penalties, establishing rules of conduct in school with student participation in
their adoption, and encouraging parents, students and the wider community to get involved in
the work and life of the school.

Keywords: pedagogical function of schools, moral development, moral education, cur-
ricular activities, extracurricular activities
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