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Predictors of Communication Abilities
of Children at Early Preschool Age

Extended summary

This study aimed to investigate the predictors of communication abilities of the pre-
school children. As one of the factors that has the strongest influence on the development of
communication, a large number of studies highlight the important role of the social environ-
ment in which a child grows up in the development of children’s communication abilities and
language skills. By identifying the predictors of communication skills at an early preschool age,
experts and parents can understand better what affects the development of children’s commu-
nication and guide them accordingly in their work and interaction with children. The intricate
nature of communication development underscores the importance of early detection and in-
tervention. By delving into the underlying predictors influencing communication abilities, this
study serves as a beacon illuminating the pathways through which children navigate their lin-
guistic journey. The sample consisted of 84 children aged eighteen months to four years. Half
of the sample consisted of the children who were included in an institution of preschool educa-
tion. In contrast, the other 50% of the children from the sample were not included in any insti-
tutions of preschool education. The research used a survey technique with an appropriate in-
strument, in this case, a questionnaire. Parents filled out the questionnaire called the Language
Use Inventory (O’Neill, 2009). We used the Croatian version of the questionnaire adapted by
Bozi¢ and Cepanec (2020). The statistical analyses revealed robust multiple linear regression
models with a substantial explanatory power (R* = 0.83, p < 0.001). Notably, among the vari-
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ables considered, the duration of participation in preschool education institutions and the fre-
quency of the gestures, words, and sentences utilized by the child emerged as significant pre-
dictors of children’s communication abilities. It was observed that children who spent more
time in preschool settings exhibited a propensity to employ a richer vocabulary and more com-
plex sentence structures in their communication endeavors, indicating a positive correlation
between preschool involvement and enhanced communication skills. These findings under-
score the pivotal role of the preschool education in fostering and augmenting children’s com-
munication proficiency. The implications of these results extend far beyond mere academic dis-
course, offering practical guidance for preschool teachers and parents alike in optimizing early
childhood development programs and interactions to nurture robust communication compe-
tencies in the preschool-aged children. By identifying the predictors of communication abili-
ties at the preschool stage, preschool teachers can implement early intervention strategies tai-
lored to individual needs. Incorporating activities that promote language-rich environments
within preschool curricula becomes imperative. From immersive storytelling sessions that ig-
nite the imagination to engaging group discussions that cultivate critical thinking skills, and
from dynamic dramatic play scenarios that encourage empathy and perspective-taking to in-
teractive language games that reinforce vocabulary acquisition — each activity serves as a con-
duit for stimulating verbal communication and language acquisition in the children of pre-
school age. Finally, collaborative partnerships between preschool teachers and parents are es-
sential in fostering children’s communication development. Providing parents with resources
and guidance on fostering language-rich interactions at home empowers them to extend learn-
ing beyond the preschool environment, reinforcing children’s language acquisition and com-
municative competence.
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