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Homework as a Motivational Factor
in Teaching German Language:
the Results of an Empirical Research

Extended summary

The aim of this paper was to examine the motivational potential of homework in teaching
German as a foreign language (GFL). The results of the empirical study indicate that homework
assignments which correspond to learners’ interests, promote the use of authentic texts, and are
aimed at the direct application of language skills can be a strong motivational factor in foreign
language instruction. Interestingly, in the experimental group both homework assignments and
authentic instructional content (music, films, television series, journalistic texts) received high
mean scores, whereas in the control group homework and didacticized materials (textbooks and
supplementary materials) showed moderate mean scores. The results suggest that teaching con-
tent is closely related to homework and that it can influence the design of homework assignments.
For this reason, it is important to use authentic texts alongside textbooks, as well as digital media,
which also offer many possibilities for the design and development of homework.

These results further show that learners are willing to demonstrate greater engagement

and effort when they receive motivating homework. The homework tasks completed by learners
in the experimental group were undoubtedly more complex and more demanding than those of
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learners in the control group. However, their personal interests and preferences were taken into
account when selecting the tasks, so that they approached the homework with a great deal of en-
joyment and enthusiasm.

The quality of the tasks had an impact not only on the motivation of the experimental
group but also on their language competences. At the end of the study, both groups took a Goethe
Certificate test. Statistically significant results were found in writing test. The results of this study
are consistent with the findings of Trautwein and his colleagues, who determined that cognitively
stimulating homework has a direct effect on learners’ motivation and learning success.

Based on the results of the study, it can be concluded that homework has a high motiva-
tional potential and can therefore contribute to learning success. In order for homework to genu-
inely motivate learners, greater attention should be paid to the use of authentic texts, as these offer
more opportunities for the design and development of homework assignments. Furthermore, it
is important to take learners’ personal interests into account and to differentiate and individual-
ize homework tasks. Another important motivational factor is the relevance of the learning con-
tent as perceived by the learner. For this reason, homework should be designed to promote all
four language skills.

Keywords: motivation, German as a foreign language, homework, digital media

References

Appel, S., & Rutz, G. (2005). Handbuch Ganztagsschule. Konzeption, Einrichtung und Organi-
sation. 5. Auflage. Wochenschau-Verlag.

Bennett, S., & Kalish, N. (2006). The case against homework: How homework is hurting our
children and what we can do about it. Crown Publishers.

Blomeke, S., Risse, J., Miiller, C., Eichler, D., & Schulz, W. (2006). Analyse der Qualitdt von
Aufgaben aus didaktischer und fachlicher Sicht. Unterrichtswissenschaften, 34, 330-357.
Brophy, J., & Good, T. L. (1986). Teacher behavior and student achievement. In M. C. Wittrock
(Ed.). Handbook of research on teaching (pp. 328-375). Macmillan.

Cheng, H.-E, & Dornyei, Z. (2007). The use of motivational strategies in language instruc-
tion: The case of EFL teaching in Taiwan. Innovation in Language Learning and Teaching, 1(1),
153-172. https://doi.org/10.2167/il1t048.0

Dorsch, E, Hicker, H., & Stapf, K. H. (1994). Dorsch Psychologisches Worterbuch. Hans Huber.
Edelmann, W. (2000). Lernpsychologie. Beltz.

Gardner, R. C. (2001). Language learning motivation: The student, the teacher, and the re-
searcher. Texas Papers in Foreign Language Education, 6, 1-18.

Kleppin, K. (2001). Fehler und Fehlerkorrektur. Fernstudieneinheit 19, 5. Auflage. Langen-
scheidt.

Lipowsky, E. (2006). Auf den Lehrer kommt es an. Empirische Evidenzen fiir Zusammenhénge
zwischen Lehrerkompetenzen, Lehrerhandeln und dem Lernen der Schiiler. In C. Allemann-




Ghionda, & E. Terhart (Hrsg.). Kompetenzen und Kompetenzentwicklung von Lehrerinnen und
Lehrern (pp. 47-70). Beltz.

Otto, B. (2007). Lasst sich das selbstregulierte Lernen von Schiilern durch ein Training der
Eltern optimieren? In M. Landmann, & B. Schmitz (Hrsg.). Selbstregulation erfolgreich fordern.
Praxisnahe Trainingsprogramme fiir effektives Lernen (pp. 33-51). Kohlhammer.

Pauels, W. (2007). Hausaufgaben. In K.-R. Bausch, & H.-J. Krumm (Hrsg.). Handbuch Fremd-
sprachenunterricht (pp. 317-321). Francke Verlag.

Robbins, S. B., Lauver, K., Le, H., Davis, D., Langley, R. & Carlstrom, A. (2004). Do psychoso-
cial and study skill factors predict college outcomes? A meta-analysis. Psychological Bulletin,
130, 261-288. https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.130.2.261

Rossbach, H.-G. (1995). Hausaufgaben in der Grundschule. Ergebnisse einer empirischen Un-
tersuchung. Die Deutsche Schule, 87(1), 103-112. https://doi.org/10.25656/01:31076

Schiefele, U. (1996). Motivation und Lernen mit Texten. Hogrefe.

Schnyder, 1., Niggli, A., & Trautwein, U. (2008). Hausaufgabenqualitdt im Franzdsischunter-
richt aus der Sicht von Schiilern, Lehrkriften und Experten und die Entwicklung von Leis-
tung, Hausaufgabensorgfalt und Bewertung der Hausaufgaben. Zeitschrift fiir Pddagogische
Psychologie, 22(3-4), 233-246. https://doi.org/10.1024/1010-0652.22.34.233

Schroder, K. (1975). Fremdsprachenunterricht in der Sekundarstufe II. Klett.

Searle, J. R. (1969). Speech acts. An essay in the philosophy of language. Cambridge University
Press.

Solmecke, G. (Hrsg.) (1983). Motivation und Motivieren im Fremdsprachenunterricht. Ferdi-
nand Schoningh Verlag.

Steiner, G. (1996). Lernverhalten, Lernleistung und Instruktionsmethoden. Enzyklopddie der
Psychologie, 3,278-317.

Stipek, D. (1996). Motivation and instruction. In D. Berliner (Ed.). Handbook of Educational
Psychology (pp. 85-113). Macmillan.

Stipancevi¢, A. (2018). Uloga i znacaj autenti¢nih tekstova u nastavi nemackog jezika - re-
zultati kvalitativnog istrazivanja. Zbornik radova Filozofskog fakulteta u Pristini, 48(1), 43-58.
https://doi.org/10.5937/zr{tp48-15789

Stipancevi¢, A. (2024). Efikasnost domacih zadataka u nastavi stranog jezika. Zbornik radova
Filozofskog fakulteta u Pristini, 54(4), 61-73. https://doi.org/10.5937/zrft54-49353

Stipancevi¢, A. (2016). Efekti primene autenti¢nih tekstova u nastavi nemackog jezika na
vestinu pisanja i znanja vokabulara. Nastava i vaspitanje, 3, 613-627. https://doi.org/10.5937/
nasvas1603613S

Trautwein, U. & Koller, O. (2003). Was lange wihrt, wird nicht immer gut: Zur Rolle selbstreg-
ulativer Strategien bei der Hausaufgabenerledigung. Zeitschrift fiir Pddagogische Psychologie,
17(3-4), 199-2009. https://doi.org/10.1024/1010-0652.17.34.199




e Trautwein, U, Liidtke, I., Schnyder, I. & Niggli, A. (2006). Predicting homework effort: Sup-
port for a domain-specific, multilevel homework model. Journal of Educational Psychology, 98,
438-456. https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-0663.98.2.438

e Trnavac, N. & Dordevi¢, J. (2013). Pedagogija. Naucna knjiga.

e Zimmermann, G. (1970). Motivation und Fremdsprachenunterricht. Der fremdsprachliche
Unterricht, 4 (16), 59-74.




