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Extended summary

The concept of teaching in the light of critical-constructivist and critical-communicative
didactic and numerous studies about the efficiency of cooperative leaning suggest that there
is the need of more frequent use of cooperative leaning in lower primary school teaching
and possibilities of application within different teaching subjects. Theoretical level is almost
undoubtly pointing at wide possibilities of application of cooperative learning in teaching from
the point of teaching subjects, so current foreign research point at the unequal presence of
cooperative learning within different teaching subjects. In the context of actual class teaching
in Serbia, there is no reliable cognition in which extent and how much cooperative learning
is applied. Based on these starting points and statements, the research has been done with
the aim of studying attitudes of primary school teachers about the frequency and possibilities
of application of cooperative learning. In the research, we have used survey research method
and questionnaire as a Research instrument. The research included 305 primary school
teachers from the six counties of Serbia (Zlatibor, Morava, Macva, Kolubara, Nis and Raska
counties). Interpretation of the research results led to the following conclusions, adequate
starting hypotheses of the research: a) Most of the primary school teachers sometimes apply
cooperative learning when working with students of lower school age; b) From the point
of view of different teaching subjects, cooperative learning is used in almost all teaching
subjects, and most frequently in the frame of learning Serbian language, Mathematics, Social
and Environmental Education and The World Around Us; and c) According to opinions of
most teachers, cooperative learning can be used in class teaching within all teaching subjects.
Nevertheless, it has been determined that the degree of professional education significantly
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influences the thoughts of teachers about the possibilities of applying cooperative learning
within teaching subjects. Teachers with higher educational degree estimate more positively the
possibilities of application of cooperative leaning in all teaching subjects. In this way, additional
research issues are opened (for example, which methods of cooperative learning are used by
teachers in work with students, what are the contents in which cooperative leaning is used,
what are the contents applicable for cooperative learning, etc.), and particularly we can notice
necessity of developing long-term programme of professional development of teachers which
aims at answering the questions which come from actual praxis and application of cooperative
learning.
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