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Education Based on Art as Inclusive Education?

Extended summary

The paper is aimed at a theoretical reconsideration of the relationship between inclusion
and art in education from the perspective of opportunities that art classes offer for a genuine
inclusion of children with developmental difficulties in the regular education system. Accord-
ingly, the main aim of the paper is to discuss the assumptions for creating equality and justice
in education by establishing the links between the underlying concepts of inclusion and art as
systems, with the ultimate goal of identifying the values on which the idea of art in education
is based and pointing to opportunities it offers for developing a good quality education for all
children. In the first part of the paper, the authors elaborate on inclusive education as one of
the fundamental problems in education which has instigated a lot of research and theoretical
debates and has become a significant aspect of the education system reforms aimed at radi-
cal changes that would result not only in placing the marginalized children in the center of at-
tention, but also in equality and quality of education for all children through the creation of
an open and flexible education system. In the second part of the paper, the authors look at the
characteristics of the prevalent academic discourse in education, as well as the general char-
acteristics of art in education and the potential it offers for education of children with devel-
opmental and learning diffulties, especially in terms of changing not only the perceptions and
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culture of teaching, but also educational institutions by making them more flexible and open
for diversity. The pedagogical implications of connecting the concepts of inclusion and art in
education are reflected in the possibility of creating different attitudes, namely, realizing that
though some children have reduced cognitive abilities, their imagination is intact and func-
tional, and that imaginative processes spurred by art enable them to explore and express cer-
tain concepts. In addition, the paper affirms the opinion that all children have a potential for
learning and participating in activities, given that using art in working with children indicates
the importance of the belief that pupils with developmental difficulties can be as successful as
all other pupils if their specific learning characteristics are acknowledged and if they are given
an opportunity to express themselves through numerous artistic languages. The key research
conclusions are as follows: art education adds additional and specific quality to inclusive edu-
cation, including an authentic teaching and learning that requires dealing with the unexpected
and possesses the elements of uncertainty and surprise, the change of perceptions and evalu-
ation of individual differences, providing different opportunities for participation and many
subtle languages for creating and sharing meaning.

Keywords: inclusion, education, art, academic discourse, children with developmental
difficulties.

References

e Ainsciw, M. & Miles, S. (2008). Making Education for All inclusive: where next? Prospects, 38
(1), 15-34. DOI: 10.1007/s11125-008-9055-0

e Armstrong, T. (2008). Najbolje skole. Educa: Zagreb.
¢ Bates, J. K. (2000). Becoming an art teacher. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

e Biklein, D. & Burke, J. (2006). Presuming competence. Equity ¢ Excellence in Education, 39,
166-175.

e Dalberg, G. & Moss, P. (2005). Ethic and Politics in Early Childhood Education. London: Falmer
Press.

e Daniels, R. E. & Stafford, K. (2001). Integracija dece sa posebnim potrebama. Beograd: Centar
za interaktivnu pedagogiju.

e Eisner, E. W. (2002). The Arts and the Creation of Mind. New Haven and London: Yale Univer-
sity Press.

e Fawcett, M. & Hay, P. (2004). 5 x 5 x 5 = Creativity in the early years. JADE, 23 (3), 234-245.
e Gardner, H. (1983). Frames of mind: The theory of multiply intelligences. New York: Basic Books.
e Hadzi Jovanci¢, N. (2012). Umetnost u opstem obrazovanju. Beograd: Klett.
e Hebib, E., Spasenovi¢, V. (2010). Uloga $kolskog pedagoga u primeni inkluzivnog obrazo-

vanja. Nastava i vaspitanje, 13 (2), 297-313.
e Hrnjica, S. (ur.) (2009). Inkluzija kao pedagoski poziv. U: Hrnjica, S. (ur.). Skola po meri de-

teta - Prirucnik za primenu inkluzivnog modela prelaska sa razredne na predmetnu nastavu za




ucenike sa teskocama u razvoju (10-19). Beograd: Institut za psihologiju Filozofskog fakulteta
i Kancelarija ,,Save the Children®

Janji¢, B., Milojevi¢, N. i Lazarevi¢, S. (2012). Prirucnik za zaposlene u vrticima i skolama:
Primena i unapredenje inkluzivnog obrazovanja u Srbiji. Beograd: Udruzenje studenata sa hen-
dikepom.

Jensen, E. (2005). Poducavanje sa mozgom na umu. Educa: Beograd.

Lazarevi¢, E. (2012). Pristup stvaralackom radu, saradnji i inicijativi kod dece sa smetnjama
u razvoju u inkluzivhom obrazovanju. U: Sefer, J., Radisi¢, J. (ur.). Stvaralastvo, inicijativa i
saradnja, deo 2. Implikacije za obrazovnu praksu (329-355). Beograd: Institut za pedagoska
istrazivanja.

Lotan, R. (2006). Teaching teachers to build equitable classrooms. Theory and Practise, 45 (1),
32-39.

MacLean, J. (2008). The Art of Inclusion. Canadian Review of Art Education, 35, 75-98.
OECD (2010). Razumeti mozak: Rodenje nauke o ucenju. Beograd: OECD / Ministarstvo pros-
vete RS.

Olson, J. (2003). Children at the center of art education. Art Education, 56 (4), 33-42.
Pavlovi¢ Breneselovi¢, D., Krnjaja, Z. (2016). Kaleidoskop - osnove diversifikovanih programa
predskolskog vaspitanja. Beograd: IPA.

Purnell, G. P. (2009). Re-envisioning Art Learning and Individual Difference in the Class-

room. In: Naery, M. J. (Ed.). Making Meaning (117-132). Point Park University and Indiana
University of Pensilvania.

Rajovi¢, V. (2004). Psihosocijalne determinante razvoja i ucenja mentalno retardirane dece. Be-
ograd: Institut za psihologiju Filozofskog fakulteta.

Ratkovi¢, M., Hebib, E. (2018). Inkluzivno obrazovanje kao okvir za promene u radu nastavni-
ka. Inovacije u nastavi, 31 (3), 20-36.

Sretenov, D. (2005). Socijalna interakcija i komunikacija dece sa smetnjama i dece bez smetnji
u razvoju u inkluzivnom programu vrtica (doktorska disertacija). Beograd: Filozofski fakultet.
Stoji¢, T. (ur.) (2007). Vodic¢ za unapredivanje inkluzivne prakse. Beograd: Fond za otvoreno
drustvo.

Suk Min, K. (2013). Toward a Holistic Pedagogy of Art Integration (doctoral dissertation). To-
ronto: Ontario Institute for Studies in Education University of Toronto.

Unok Marks, S. (2008). Self-determination for students with intellectual disabilities and why I
want educators to know what it means. Phi Delta Kapan, 90 (1), 55-58.

Vecchi, V. (2010). Art and Creativity in Reggio Emillia. London: Routledge.

Vigotski, L. S. (1983). Osnovi defektologije. Beograd: Zavod za udzbenike i nastavna sredstva.

Vudhed, M. (2012). Razlicite perspektive o ranom detinjstvu: teorija, istrazivanje i politika. Beo-
grad: Institut za pedagogiju i andragogiju Filozofskog fakulteta u Beogradu i Centar za inter-
aktivnu pedagogiju.




e Vujaci¢, M. (2006). Problemi i perspektive dece sa posebnim potrebama. Zbornik Instituta za
pedagoska istraZivanija, 38 (1), 190-204.

e Vujaci¢, M. (2010). Mogucnosti i ogranicenja inkluzije dece sa teskocama u razvoju u redovne
skole (doktorska disertacija). Novi Sad: Filozofski fakultet.

e Vujaci¢, M., Devi¢, R. (2013). Inkluzivno obrazovanje: pojmovno odredenje, principi, karak-
teristike. Zbornik Instituta za pedagoska istrazivanja, 2, 753-768.




