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Prevention of Anti-Social Behavior of
Students from the Perspective of Teachers?

Extended summary

Preventing anti-social behavior is an important task of our modern society which is
characterized by increasingly complex conditions and a number of changes that may affect the
behavior of children and young people and represent one of the possible causes of the occur-
rence of behavioral problems. The professional literature points to the important role of the
school, which, while realizing its educational function, provides numerous opportunities to act
within the field of prevention of various forms of anti-social behavior in students.

Teachers, as the bearers of all school activities, have a key role in the preventive action
of the school. Their opinion and assessment of the ways and possibilities of achieving the pre-
vention of anti-social behavior of students are reflected in their participation in the planning
and implementation of preventive activities, and thus in the outcomes of the school’s preven-
tive work.

Starting from the importance of the role of teachers, we opted for the research that was
aimed at examining teachers’ views and assessment of the prevention of students’ anti-social
behavior in school practice. For the purposes of the research, a questionnaire consisting of
closed-type and open-ended questions and an assessment scale was designed. The closed-type
questions were used to collect the data from teachers concerning the prevention of anti-social
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behaviour in school practice, whereas the open-ended questions were used to examine teach-
ers opinions on the importance of preventive measures and activities implemented in schools,
as well as the difficulties and possibilities of improving preventive school activities. The five-
point assessment scale consisted of 12 statements where teachers expressed their level of agree-
ment with the statements about the importance of the participation of significant stakeholders
in the realization of the school’s preventive function. For the analysis of the obtained data, ba-
sic statistical measures and procedures were applied - frequencies and percentages, arithmetic
mean, as well as standard deviation and ranks.

A total of 162 teachers from the teams for the protection of students from violence from
28 primary schools in the city of Belgrade participated in the research. The main reason for
making the decision to include the teachers engaged in the work of the above-mentioned teams
lies in the defined tasks of the team that should initiate, encourage, and coordinate the preven-
tive activities of the school, the involvement of significant subjects of educational work in per-
forming the preventive action of the school, monitoring and evaluating the effects of the un-
dertaken preventive measures and activities, etc.

According to the research, teachers emphasize, as the most common preventive actions
in practice, the following: introducing students and parents with the rules of conduct, their
rights and obligations, lectures about the harmfulness of psychoactive substances and violence,
while they cite much less the use of the resources of extracurricular activities, advisory work
and operation of student bodies for preventive purposes. As activities that can make the great-
est contribution to the prevention of the problems with student behavior, teachers single out
thematic workshops, while a smaller number of them believe that the activities such as involv-
ing students in extracurricular activities, the operation of the Student Council and Peer Team,
the development of a plan of measures and activities for those students who exhibit behavio-
ral problems, could significantly contribute to the prevention of students’ behavioral problems.
Teachers believe that the joint action of the important actors in school work is one of the most
important prerequisites for performing the preventive function of the school, but 20% of the
respondents confirmed that parents participate in the teams for protecting students from vio-
lence, whereas only 6% stated that students actively participated in the work of these teams.

According to the results of the research, we have found that the preventive measures and
activities intended for all students and parents are most prevalent in schools, whereas the activ-
ities that provide additional support to students who are at risk or exhibiting behavioral prob-
lems are less common. The participation of students and parents in the planning of preventive
activities of the school is insufficiently represented, and it is definitely they who may represent
a significant source of information about the problems and needs of students. In addition to
the need to improve the cooperation within the school, the problems singled out by teachers
indicate the necessity to improve the working conditions and change teachers’ attitudes to-
wards the primary function of the school and the prevention of the problems with student be-
havior as an integral part of their daily work. Important changes in school practice should be
aimed at considering the prevention of anti-social behavior of students in terms of providing
additional support to students in order to adequately help different categories of students and




in accordance with the extent to which they are exposed to risk factors that may cause behav-
ioral problems.
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