Teaching Innovations, Volume 38, Issue 2, pp. 1-20
DOI: 10.5937/inovacije2502001]

|FJ Natasa Z. Jankovi¢' © 4
— 1 University of Belgrade, Faculty of Education, Belgrade, Serbia Original
lFJ ty g y g

|?J Aleksandar D. Vuleti¢

research paper

University of Arts in Belgrade, Faculty of Applied Arts,

Belgrade, Serbia Paper received: Mar 3 2025
Paper accepted: May 22 2025
Article Published: Jul 8 2025

From Human Art to Artificial Intelligence and Back:
Practical Considerations from Academia?

Extended summary

University is not only the place where knowledge, skills, and professional competencies
are gained; it is an intellectual hub where critical thinking is cherished and basic human values
honed. Language, art, and culture are the areas of human activity which define us as social be-
ings. This paper investigates the cognitive-affective, pragmatic, and ethical aspects of using Al
tools in art students’ learning of English for specific purposes (ESP), a course of crucial impor-
tance for their future careers and international cooperation. It implies contextualised language
usage through specially created materials, activities, and opportunities. The aim of our research
was to test the educational potentials, i.e., advantages and/or disadvantages, of using AI tools
for developing art students’ communicative competence in higher-education ESP courses.

Conceptualised as a multilayer process in five stages, the research relied on a mixed-
methods approach and was conducted in the academic year 2023/2024, and at the very begin-
ning of 2024/2025. The participants in the research (N = 192) were students of the Faculties of
Dramatic Arts and Applied Arts of the University of Arts in Belgrade, while in the last stage of
the research they were joined by the students of two other art faculties.
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Stage 1 was a Multi-Criteria Analysis of Al tools. A checklist with twelve criteria we
agreed upon helped us assess and select the following Al tools for the experimental stage:
Twee, Perplexity, TTS Maker and Ginger Software for dramatic arts, i.e. Twee, Skybox AI Block-
ade Labs, TTS Natural Reader and Ginger Software for applied arts. The semi-structured inter-
view in Stage 2 showed us that students of the experimental group found Al useful, attractive,
and pragmatic, but also requiring good balance when used by both students and teachers. Ad-
ditionally, we wanted to check if the students’ awareness of the Al-enriched tasks would create
bias, namely, a difference in their approach to the experimental stage. The empirical method
applied in Stage 3 showed that the students of the experimental group and the control group
were equally motivated to participate in the activities. The impact of technology itself was also
measured by comparing the effects of the Al-enhanced activities with those of typical lan-
guage tasks. Based on the Stage-1 MCA checklist, four criteria showed results in favour of Al-
enhanced teaching, four criteria produced assessment similar to traditional language learning,
and four criteria reflected better values for standard language tasks. The teachers’ increased en-
gagement in lesson planning, activity design and classroom management certainly added to
the variety and dynamics of these lessons. In the semi-structured interview of Stage 4, the par-
ticipants confirmed that the implemented activities were truly engaging, motivating, and ben-
eficial. However, despite considering them recommendable, they do not see the rapid advance-
ment of Al tools as an advantage. Some say that students should be taught how to use AI tools
in ethical ways, rather than overuse or misuse them. Once more, voices were heard that Al
tools cannot fully replace “the human factor” in education, because “the teacher’s knowledge
and experience are of crucial importance”

In Stage 5, the main focus of this paper, students of Music and Fine Arts joined their col-
leagues from the Faculties of Applied and Dramatic Arts in a survey, expressing their attitudes
(N =23) on the use of Al in the world of art, education and life in general. In the cognitive do-
main, their answers confirm our previous findings on the usefulness and effectiveness of Al
tools, with ChatGPT being the favourite choice of many, though some have had little experi-
ence or show no interest in such tools. While finding certain applications acceptable for every-
day purposes or helpful in education (e.g. for browsing, essay writing or checking grammar),
including ethical considerations, students show both an inclination and reservations towards
the use of AI. What added depth to the findings was the students’ testimony in the affective
domain. As in the previous stages, most of these young artists show a disinclination towards
Al regarding the emotional and inspirational, i.e., a genuinely human contact with art. Their
reasonable fears and well-grounded argumentation corroborate the theoretical considerations
from the beginning of the paper.

Leading us from human art to artificial intelligence and back, this academic research ac-
centuated the relevance of the subject for further classroom discussions, especially in foreign
language courses for artistic purposes. To us as reflective practitioners, it also indicated where
additional instructional reinforcement was needed. Given the number of respondents in this
research, particularly in Stage 5, further research could address the same questions with larger
populations of art students or accomplished artists.




Being cultural diplomats, keepers of tradition and bearers of change, artists have given
the world new forms and styles, new sounds and colours - the distinctive features imparted to
it thus far only by an unmistakably human touch. Where artificial intelligence is taking us -re-
mains to be seen. This study confirms that, if carefully balanced and applied with prudence, AI
may be seen as a good helping hand in the world of art, education, and life in general.

Keywords: art students, interaction, artificial intelligence (AI), higher education, Eng-
lish for Specific Purposes (ESP)

References

e CEFR (2020). Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching,
Assessment. CEFR Companion Volume. Council of Europe. https://www.coe.int/en/web/com-
mon-european-framework-reference-languages/cefr-descriptors

e Chun, D., Kern, R., & Smith, B. (2016). Technology in Language Use, Language Teaching,
and Language Learning. The Modern Language Journal, 100, 64-80. https://doi.org/10.1111/
modl.12302

e Duraiappah, A, et al. (2020). Rethinking Learning: A Review of Social and Emotional Learning
for Education Systems. UNESCO.

e Godwin-Jones, R. (2019). In a World of SMART Technology, Why Learn Another Lan-
guage? Journal of Educational Technology & Society, 22(2), 4-13. https://www.jstor.org/sta-
ble/26819613

e European Union (2021). EUR-Lex. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and
of the Council — Laying Down Harmonized Rules on Artificial Intelligence (Artificial Intelligence
Act) and Amending Certain Union Legislative Acts. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/
EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52021PC0206

e Hanandini, D. (2024). Social Transformation in Modern Society: A Literature Review on
the Role of Technology in Social Interaction. Jurnal Ilmiah Ekotrans & Erudisi, 4(1), 82-95.
https://doi.org/10.69989/j0m6cg84

e Jankovi¢, N. (2024). The IN-learning paradigm of contemporary education. U R. Simonji
Cernak i M. Jeli¢ (ur.). Alternativa i obrazovanje (Alternative and Education) (str. 199-213).
Unverzitet u Novom Sadu, Pedagoski fakultet u Somboru.

e Jankovi¢, N,, i Risti¢, M. (2018). Hand in hand - developing university teachers’ and pre-ser-
vice teachers’ cross-curricular competences. In Z. Zaclona, & I. Radovanovi¢ (Eds.). Chosen is-
sues of education in the modern era (pp. 38-50). State University of Applied Sciences — Teacher
Education Faculty.

e Jankovi¢, N., i Vecanski, V. (2020). Educating pre-service teachers for integrated English lan-
guage and Art activities with young learners. The teaching and learning process organization.
Teacher Education Faculty - State University of Applied Sciences.

e Jaworski, A. (2014). Metrolingual art: Multilingualism and heteroglossia. International Journal
of Bilingualism, 18(2), 134-158. https://doi.org/10.1177/1367006912458391




Kipo, D. D. (2014). Agency-Structure Relation in Social Sciences: Reflections on Policy Imple-
mentation, Asian Social Science, 10(2), 18-26. http://dx.doi.org/10.5539/ass.v10n2p18

Kissinger, H. A., Schmidt, E., & Huttenlocher, D. (2021). The Age of A. I. And Our Human
Future. John Murray Publishers.

Kisindzer, H., Smit, E., Hatenloker, D. (2022). Doba vestacke inteligencije i nasa ljudska
buducnost. Klub PLUS.

Kurt, S. (2023). Connectivism Learning Theory. Educational Technology. https://educational-
technology.net/connectivism-learning-theory/

Luki¢, J., Risti¢, M., & Blagdanié¢, S. (2020). Model Blumovog digitalnog to¢ka u nastavi Pri-
rode i drustva. Metodicka praksa, 1, 61-74. https://doi.org/10.5937/metpra2001061L

Maly, I. (2024). Al, power and sociolinguistics. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 28(5), 11-15. https://
doi.org/10.1111/josl.12681

Martinez, S-A., Alj, S., & Mangusheva, K. (2025). Expertise in the Workplace:The Lifelong
Pursuit of Eminence in Professional Practice. Inovacije u nastavi, 38(1), 14-26. https://doi.
org/10.5937/inovacije2501014M

Orwell, G. (1946). The Prevention of Literature. https://www.orwell.ru/library/essays/preven-
tion/english/e_plit

Ovesni, K., Matovi¢, N., & Radovi¢, V. (2025). Lifelong Learning as a Research Topic in Euro-
pean Journals: Prevalence, Subjects, and Types of Research. Inovacije u nastavi, 38(1), 59-76.
https://doi.org/10.5937/inovacije25010590

Pitsoe, V. ]., & Vlddutescu, S. (2024). A critical analysis of Foucault’s power and knowledge in
Higher education research. Social sciences and education research review, 11(1), 41-51. https://
doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15258133

Reed, E., & Johnson, B. (2023). Overview of cultural capital theory’s current impact and poten-
tial utility in academic libraries. The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 49(6), 102782. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2023.102782

Ribari¢, I. (2010). Globalizacija i ljudski um. Facta universitatis - series: Philosophy, Sociology,
Psychology and History, 9(1), 15-21.

Rubenson, K. (2019). Assessing the status of lifelong learning: Issues with composite indexes
and surveys on participation. International Review of Education, 65(2), 295-317. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s11159-019- 09768-3

Schwartz, S. H. (2012). An Overview of the Schwartz Theory of Basic Human Values. Online
Readings in Psychology and Culture. International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology,
2(1), Article 11. https://doi.org/10.9707/2307-0919.1116

Tanasijevi¢, M., & Jankovi¢, N. (2021). The New Virtual Reality - Teachers’ and Students’
Perceptions and Experience in English Language Learning and Teaching Online. Inovacije u
nastavi, 34(4), 167-186. https://doi.org/10.5937/inovacije2104167T

Tessema, D. (2021). Technological Determinism versus Social Determinism: A Critical Dis-
cussion. Ethiopian Journal of Science and Sustainable Development, 8(2), 65-72. https://doi.
org/10.20372/ejssdastu:v8.i2.2021.250




Thapa, R. (2019). Art, Human Condition and Beyond. Journal of the Institute of Engineering,
15(2), 231-235. https://doi.org/10.3126/jie.v15i2.27671

Tuomi, I. (2018), The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Learning, Teaching, and Education.
In M. Cabrera Giraldez, R. Vuorikari, & Y. Punie (Eds.). JRC Publications (pp. 2-10). Publica-
tions Office of the European Union. https://doi.org/10.2760/12297

Vernyuy, A. (2024). Impact of Technological Advancements on Human Existence. Interna-
tional Journal of Philosophy, 3(2), 54-66. https://doi.org/10.47941/ijp.1874

Vuleti¢, A. (2021). English for Art and Design — A Sourcebook with Exercises. Faculty of Applied
Arts.

Vuleti¢, A., & Jankovi¢, N. (2023) An outline of effective teaching strategies from tertiary level
ESP classrooms: the reflective practitioners’ perspective. Education today - different approach-
es, same goal (171-189). Teacher Education Faculty - State University of Applied Sciences.

Vuleti¢, A., & Ora$anin, A. (2022) Conservation Terms for Wall Paintings and Architectural
Surfaces: Do We Have a Word in This Race? Art and Science Applied: Experience and Vision,
Smart Art, 2, 545-564. https://doi.org/10.18485/smartart.2022.2.ch29

Wang, J., Jin, G., & Li, W. (2023). Changing perceptions of language in sociolinguistics. Hu-
manities and Social Sciencies Communications, 10, Article 91. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-
023-01574-5

Wei, Y. (2022). Toward Technology-Based Education and English as a Foreign Language
Motivation: A Review of Literature. Frontiers in Psychology, 13.https://doi.org/10.3389/
fpsyg.2022.870540

Williams, L. (2017). Sociolinguistic Insights into Digital Communication. In S. Thorne, & S.

May (Eds). Language, Education and Technology. Encyclopedia of Language and Education.
Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-02237-6_6




