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The paper elaborates on the impact of ideological discourse in children’s literature and 
literature for young adults. It draws upon Hollindale’s (narrower) and Stephens’ (more com-
prehensive) interpretations of the types of ideology in literary texts for young adults and pres-
ents some typical forms in which ideology appears in Serbian children’s literature. Pedagogic 
discourse was identified as the first type of ideological discourse used from the very beginnings 
of children’s literature, for the purpose of using literature as a means of corrective upbringing 
(introducing desirable and undesirable behavioural models by incorporating explicit morals in 
texts, inviting value-based comments on actions of young protagonists, shaping their destiny 
through punishment/reward system, etc.). This included promoting gender stereotypes as well, 
and, for example, the 18th century texts promoted desirable (humbleness, obedience) and un-
desirable (inclination towards titivating, capriciousness, and imposing one’s opinions) charac-
teristics of young ladies. The examples used in the paper illustrate that the division of labour 
into specifically women’s duties, where the role of women amounts to running the household 
and taking care of children, while the role of men is realised primarily outside home, exists in 
contemporary literature as well.  

The state cultural policy implied the promotion of the ruling social system (ideology) 
and its value system in textbooks, publishing, etc. It is interesting that in this part of the Bal-
kans, and almost throughout the 20th century, the same ideology (Yugoslav concept) was pro-
moted, but from quite different ideological standpoints caused by different social systems (the 
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period of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia between the two world wars, and the period of the Social-
ist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia after World War II). Though both states were trying to instil 
Yugoslav identity in the minds of young readers, being Yugoslav between the wars implied the 
royalist context and respect for the cult of the king as the unifier, whereas after World War II, 
it implied the acceptance of socialist values and respect for the cult of Josip Broz Tito. How-
ever, in both periods, and in parallel with the promotion of the dominant ideology, there were 
also texts that contained subversive ideas and criticism of the accepted social values. We have 
shown on the examples of different editorial policies of influential magazines for children pub-
lished in Belgrade in the 30s of the previous century (magazine Jugoslovenče, published by the 
Yugoslav Primary Teachers’ Association from Belgrade, was distributed to schools throughout 
Yugoslavia: various means were used in the magazine for spreading the idea of the brotherhood 
of nations and strengthening the cult of the king. Politika za decu, a supplement of the most re-
nowned Serbian daily paper, published the texts written by Aleksandar Vučo, a black-listed comu-
nist, in which the rebellion of young protagonists against their employers and educational system was 
used as the criticism of social inequality and capitalism. Similarly, in the period of socialism, the pub-
lishing of books for children was under constant supervision aimed at monitoring the promotion of the 
socialist, “progressive“ ideas and sanctioning the publishing of the texts advocating  “conservative“, “re-
actionary“, capitalist or colonial values). By using Momo Kapor’s novel Beleške jedne Ane (1975) as an 
example, we demonstrate how the novel for young adults, from the perspective of the main character, a 
young woman, depicts the difference between the proclaimed social equality and actual social division 
into the middle class and the nouveau riche.

The post-Yugoslav period witnessed a decanonisation of the Yugoslav literary corpus 
and the formation of national canons, while some writers, who used to be a part of the com-
mon cultural heritage, were either marginalised in some national corpora (e.g.  Ježeva kuća by 
Branko Ćopić), or canonised twice (e.g. Grigor Vitez, who belongs to Serbian and Croatian 
national canons). The traps of ideological inferences based on stereotypes about marginalised 
social groups are presented at the end of the paper and illustrated on the poem written by Jo-
van Jovanović Zmaj - “Ciganin hvali svoga konja”. All forms of ideological discourse previously 
discussed in the paper illustrate the numerous ways in which ideology can be included in the 
literary texts for children and young adults.  

Кey words: literature for children and the young, stereotypes, cultural policy, Yugoslav 
ideology (royalist and socialist), subversiveness.

References

 • Andrić, V. (2010). Čitaj vetru omiljene knjige. Kolarov, I. (prir.). Beograd: Zavod za udžbenike.
 • Bainbridge, J., Oberg, D. & Carbonaro, M. (2005). „No text is innocent“: Canadian children’s 

books in the classroom. Journal of Teaching and Learning. 3 (2), 1–14.
 • Danojlić, M. (1994). Pesme za vrlo pametnu decu. Beograd: Prosveta. 
 • Dyer, R. (2002). The Matter of Images: Essays of Representatons. Second edition. London and 

New York: Routledge. 



3

 

 • Đorđević, D. (2009). Nije lako biti dete. Nikolić, L. (prir.). Beograd: Zavod za udžbenike.
 • Garonja Radovanac, S. (2015). Srpska usmena tradicija u Slavoniji i pesništvo Grigora Viteza. 

U: Jovanović, A., Pijanović, P., Opačić, Z. (ur.). Poezija kao zavičaj: poetika Grigora Viteza 
(47–67). Beograd: Učiteljski fakultet.

 • Hollindale, P. (1988). Ideology and the Children’s Book. Signal: Approaches to Children’s Books. 
55, 3–22.

 • Ivanić, D. (2015). Grigor Vitez u okvirima književnosti Srba u Hrvatskoj. U: Jovanović, A., 
Pijanović, P., Opačić, Z. (ur.). Poezija kao zavičaj: poetika Grigora Viteza (27–34). Beograd: 
Učiteljski fakultet.

 • Janićijević, V. (2015). Pesnik slavonskog detinjstva. Život i delo Grigora Viteza. U: Jovanović, 
A., Pijanović, P., Opačić, Z. (ur.). Poezija kao zavičaj: poetika Grigora Viteza (225–234). Beo-
grad: Učiteljski fakultet. 

 • Jovanović Zmaj, J. (1950). Pesme o deci i za decu. Leskovac, M. (prir). Beograd: Prosveta. 
 • Kapor, M. (1975). Beleške jedne Ane (hronika u 26 glava). Biblioteka ITD, Zagreb: Znanje.
 • Kolarov, I. (2013). Klizave priče. Čačak: Pčelica.
 • Krsmanović, M. (1955). O društvenoj ulozi dečje književnosti. Referat podnet na Savetovanju 

o društvenoj ulozi dečje književnosti, 19–21. 5. u Saraju kod Skoplja. U: Mandić, M. (ur.). Naša 
deca, organ Saveza pionira Jugoslavije (1–9). Beograd: Savet društava za vaspitanje i staranje o 
deci Jugoslavije, jun 1955, god. V, br. 6.

 • Lushchevska, O. (2015). Representation of Self Within Soviet Ideology: Yelchin’s Breaking 
Stalin’s Nose and Sís’s The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain. Journal of Children’s 
Literature. 41 (1), 22–30.

 • Milenović, M., Tanović, J. (ur.) (1930–1931). Politika za decu. God. I, II. Beograd: Politika. 
 • Nogo, R. P. (2003). Rodila me tetka koza. Beograd: Prosveta, Beogradska knjiga.
 • Обрадовић, Д. (1800). Избранне басне : сЪ различны езыка на сербскій езыкЪ преведене, 

и СЪ наравоучителнымЪ изясненїями и наставленїями обогатЬене. - ВЪ Будиме: 
Печатано писмены Славено-Сербскїя Пачатни Кралевскаго Всеучилища Пештанскаго.

 • Opačić, Z. (2013). Ideologija i književnost u dečjoj periodici polovine 20. veka. U: Denić, S. 
(ur). Književnost za decu i njena uloga u vaspitanju i obrazovanju dece školskog uzrasta (295–
308). Vranje: Učiteljski fakultet u Vranju, Univerzitet u Nišu.

 • Pioniri (1952). Pismo iz Indije redakciji: I najmlađi u Indiji znaju za Titovu Jugoslaviju. Za-
bavni dečji list. II, 24. 

 • Radulović, D. (2008). Pjesme. Kalezić Radonjić, S. (prir.). Podgorica: CIP.
 • Rašić, D. (ur.) (1930–1940). Jugoslovenče. Književni list našeg mladog naraštaja. Beograd: Ju-

goslovensko učiteljsko udruženje. 
 • Sarlend, Č. (2013). Nevinih nema: ideologija, politika i književnost za decu. U: Hant, P. (ur.). 

Tumačenje književnosti za decu (61–86). Prevela Nataša Janković. Beograd: Učiteljski fakultet. 
 • Stephens, J. (1992). Language and ideology in children’s fiction. New York: Longman.



4

 

 • Šeatović, S. (2015). Slavonski prostor – sećanje i fantazija. Zavičajne slike u poeziji Grigora 
Viteza. U: Jovanović, A., Pijanović, P., Opačić, Z. (ur.). Poezija kao zavičaj: poetika Grigora 
Viteza (35–46). Beograd: Učiteljski fakultet.

 • Težak, D., Marušić, P. (2015). Formiranje i rastakanje književnih kanona u književnosti za 
djecu. Detinjstvo. 1 (XLI), 11–21.

 • Trebješanin, Ž. (2000). Predstava o detetu u srpskoj kulturi. Beograd: Jugoslovenski centar za 
prava deteta.

 • Vitez, G. (2008). Kad bi drveće hodalo i druge pjesme; Plava boja snijega; Rajvil i druga proza. 
Vučić, M. (izbor). Zagreb: Školska knjiga.

 • Vučo, A., Raičković, S., Erić, D. (1980). Poeme. Beograd: Nolit – Prosveta – Zavod za udžbenike.


