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Learning and Teaching about Holocaust:
Teacher Education Students’ Perspective in Serbia?

Extended summary

Holocaust, defined as the process of suffering of 6 million Jews, organized by the Nazi
Germany during the World War II, is a topic that not only does not lose its relevance, but it
has gained more attention in scientific fields dealing with education in the past few decades.
Many questions are still open for discussion, primarily in terms of adequacy in approaching
this topic, interdisciplinary cooperation, selection of teaching content that should be included
in teaching, even the very perception of Holocaust which is not always precise and uniform.
Teaching about the Holocaust should be aimed at students’ understanding of historical facts,
and it is also necessary to point out the importance that this part of the past has for the modern
world and current social problems.

The paper presents the results of an empirical research aimed at analyzing the challenges
in the process of learning and teaching about the Holocaust in formal and informal education.
Using a close-ended questionnaire, the perspective of the students of teacher education facul-
ties in Serbia was investigated, and the sample included 741 respondents from the Faculty of
Education (31.04%), Teacher Education Faculty (29.96%), Faculty of Philosophy (38.6%) and
Faculty of Philology (0.4%). The sampling was carried out using the convenience method. In
terms of gender structure, there were 85.96% female and 14.04% male respondents, given the
fact that female students are predominant at teacher education faculties. The average age of the
respondents was 21.7 years. Apart from socio-demographic characteristics, the questionnaire
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included questions related to respondents’ previous experience with learning about Holocaust,
both in formal and informal education, as well as the questions investigating the respondents’
attitudes towards teaching about Holocaust. The answers in this segment of the questionnaire
were either binary (yes/no) or according to the model of dominant answer in the form of a
four-level Likert scale. The obtained data were analyzed using a descriptive method.

The results indicate a varied understanding of the term Holocaust, with the prevailing
understanding that the process included a wide range of victims, Jews, Roma, disabled persons,
homosexuals, Jehovah’s witnesses, and the members of different political groups. Implications
for improving teaching practice refer mainly to the need for a more precise terminology, in
terms of pointing to distinctive characteristics of Holocaust compared to other examples of
genocide in history which, undoubtedly, should be included in the curriculum. Students find
this topic emotionally taxing and very disturbing, and they identify this as one of the biggest
obstacles encountered in teaching about the Holocaust.

Students find this topic emotionally taxing and very disturbing, and they identify this as
one of the biggest obstacles encountered in teaching about the Holocaust.

As the biggest obstacles to teaching about Holocaust students report that it is a topic
which is very disturbing (59.25%) or emotionally taxing (62.75%), as well as in an intellectu-
al sense (49.39%). Accordingly, the recommendations for school practice include improving
teachers’ competencies in order to expand their knowledge and develop skills to dela with this
demanding topic in the best possible way. In students’ opinion, teaching content on this topic
should be predominantly included in the school subject History, but also to some extent in oth-
er school subjects such as civic education, literature, sociology, art, and music.

The obtained results can serve as a platform for creating implications for educational
policies with the aim of deepening and expanding knowledge on this topic, but also with the
aim of developing intercultural competences, reflective dealing with stereotypes and prejudic-
es, and fostering a culture of remembrance. The content related to the history and culture of
Jewish community in Europe before the war should also be included in teaching for building
a more coherent and comprehensive approach to this topic. In addition, the specificities of the
long process of anti-Semitism should also be addressed in the classroom.

Keywords: Holocaust, learning, teaching, students

References

e Adorno, T. (2006). Vaspitanje posle Ausvica. Pedagogija. 1, 5-17.

e Albahari, B. (2017). Pisanje stradanja: knjiga o knjigama - vodic kroz publikacije o Holokaustu.
Beograd: Institut za filozofiju i drustvenu teoriju.

e Arent, H. (1998). Izvori totalitarizma. Beograd: Feministicka izdavacka kuca 94.
e Arent, H. (2000). Eichmann u Jerusalimu. Beograd: Samizdat B92.
e Bauer, Y. (2001). Rethinking the Holocaust. Yale Nota Bene: New Haven.




Bauman, Z. (1988). Sociology after the Holokaust. The British Journal of Sociology, 39 (4),
469-497.

Bauman, Z. (1989). Modernity and the Holokaust. New York: Cornell University Press.
Brown, M. and Davies, I. (1998). The Holocaust and education for citizenship: the teaching of
history, religion and human rights in England. Educational Review. 50 (1), 75-83.

Caplan, R. B. and Imber, S. (2018). Remembering the Holocaust in Educational Settings. Shoah
remembrance and education in Israel. Routledge.

Carrington, B. and Short, G. (1997). Holocaust Education, anti-racism and citizenship. Educa-
tional Review. 49 (3), 271-82.

Chapman, A. (2020). Learning the lessons of the Holocaust: A critical exploration. In: Foster,
S., Pearce, A. and Pettigrew, A. (Eds). Holocaust Education. Contemporary challenges and con-
troversies (50-74). London: University College London Press.

Cowan, P. and Maitles, H. (2007). Does addressing prejudice and discrimination through Hol-
ocaust education produce better citizens? Educational Review. 59 (2), 115-130.

Dordevi¢, J. (pr.) (2012). Studije kulture - zbornik. Beograd: Sluzbeni glasnik.

Earley, P.C. and Ang, S. (2003). Cultural Intelligence: Individual interactions across cultures.
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.

Foster, S., Pettigrew, A., Pearce, A., Hale, R., Burgess, A., Salmons, P. and Lenga, R. (2014).
What do students know and understand about the Holocaust? Evidence from English secondary
schools. Centre for Holocaust Education.

Glanz, J. (1999). Ten Suggestions for Teaching the Holocaust. The History Teacher. 32 (4),
547-565.

Group of authors (2019). Recommendations for teaching and learning about the Holocaust. In-
ternational Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA).

Hector, S. (2000). Teaching the Holocaust in England. In: Davies, I. (Ed). Teaching the Holo-
caust (105-115). London: Continuum.

Horkheimer, M. i Adorno, T. (1989). Dijalektika prosvjetiteljstva: filozofijski fragmenti. Sara-
jevo: Svjetlost.

Kova¢, D. (2021). On Open Questions in Holocaust Education. Inovacije u nastavi. 34(3),
135-152.

Kovag¢, D. (2022). The selection of topic in good practice of teaching the Holocaust in England
and Republica Srpska. Zbornik Matice srpske za drustvene nauke. 183 (3), 427-442.

Peri, M. (2000). Intelektualna istorija Evrope. Beograd: Clio.

Pettigrew, A., Foster, S., Howson, ]., Salmons, P., Lenga. R-A. and Andrews, K. (2009). Teach-
ing About the Holocaust in English Secondary Schools: An empirical study of national trends,
perspectives and practice. London: University of London.

Short, G. and Reed. C. A. (2017). Issues in Holocaust Education. London - New York: Rout-
ledge.




Sekelj, L. (1981). Antisemitizam u Jugoslaviji (1918-1945). Revija za sociologiju. 11 (3-4),
179-189.

Strangari¢, S., Beljanski, M. i Matin, I. (2022). Jevrejska kultura kao vitalan element lokalnog
identiteta kroz istoriju — mini projekat realizovan na Pedagos$kom fakultetu u Somboru. Nor-
ma. 27 (1), 19-27.

Vervat, S. (2020). Holokaust, rat i transnacionalno se¢anje. Novi Sad: Akademska knjiga.
Vilici¢, S., Stojanovi¢, D., Mihajlovi¢, D. i Mevorah, V. (2015). Portreti i secanja jevrejske za-
jednice u Srbiji pre Holokausta — pripucnik za nastavnike i nastavnice. Beograd: Haver Srbija.




