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Tolerance Determined
by School Culture and Behavior

Extended summary

The intense changes that occured at the beginning of the 21st century in education and
in other areas of social life, gave rise to a series of questions, such as why, instead of improving
the integration and globalisation, they unfortunately led to a more pronounced tendency to-
wards divisions on cultural and ethnic grounds among the young generation.

It remains unclear why, after gaining independence as multiethnic and multicultural en-
vironments, the countries in the Western Balkans did not do enough to integrate and overcome
religious, ethnic and cultural differences. The question now arises as to why the Western Bal-
kan countries, which resolved most of these issues quite successfully within the former federa-
tion, have to tackle the same issues of mutual tolerance and cohabitation all over again.

The purpose of this paper is to provide answers to at least some of these questions, espe-
cially regarding the role of the education system in all these processes, and then to offer appro-
priate solutions for overcoming the identified shortcomings. The results of our research show
that the failure of education policy deepened the differences among the young generations, in-
stead of integrating them at a higher level. In some of these countries, as the case is with the
Republic of Macedonia, there are multiethnic environments where, in order to avoid conflict
situations, students from different communities attend classes separately and sometimes even
in different school shifts.

For this reason, the paper offers recommendations for an appropriate organisation and
functioning of the school system, which is a prerequisite for the successful realisation of its role
in creating school culture and behaviour, two important factors in the education of young gen-
erations for tolerance and coexistence.
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These efforts represent a challenge, especially in terms of using the scientific knowledge
for determining the appropriate goals of the future educational policies.

Keywords: school culture, multicultural, multiethnic, cohabitation, tolerance.

References

e Batarelo Koki¢, I., Vukeli¢, A., Ljubi¢, M. (2010). Mapping Policies and Practices for The Prepa-
ration of Teachers for Inclusive Education in Contexts of Social and Cultural Diversity, Croatia
Country Report. Turin, IT: European Training Foundation.

e Council of Europe (1995). Framework convention for the protection of national minorities and
explanatory report. Strasbourg, FR: Retrieved March 23, 2017, from https://www.coe.int/t/
dghl/monitoring/minorities/1_atglance/PDF_H%2895%2910_FCNM_ExplanReport_en.pdf

e Council of Europe, (2003). Declaration on Intercultural dialogue and conflict prevention. Stras-
bourg, FR: Retrieved June 15, 2017, from http://www.coe.int/T/E/Com/Files/Ministerial-
Conferences/2003-Culture/declaration.asp

e Council of Europe (2008). White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue “Living Together as Equals in
Dignity”. Strasbourg, FR: Council of Europe.

e Democratic Governance Group Bureau for Development Policy (2010). Marginalized Minori-
ties in Development Programming, A UNDP Resource Guide and Toolkit. New York, NY: Re-
trieved March 03, 2017, from: http://hrbaportal.org/wp-content/filess/UNDPMarginalisedMi-
norities.pdf

e Prangoska, L. (1999). Osnovi na psihologijata [ The Fundaments of Psychology]. Ohrid, MK: IIT
& Faculty of Tourism and Hospitality.

e Spasovski, O., Ballazhi, S., & Friedman, E. (2010). Mapping policies and practices for the prep-
aration of teachers for inclusive education in contexts of social and cultural diversity, Country
Report for the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Torino, IT: Retrieved March 03, 2017.
from  http://www.pedocs.de/volltexte/2014/8497/pdf/Spasovski_etal_2010_Mapping_Poli-
cies.pdf

o Illupunosa, B. (2001). Tonem nexcukon Ha citiparcku 36oposu u uspasu. Cxomje, MK: Tomnep.

e UNESCO (1994). Tolerance: the threshold of peace A teaching / learning guide for education for
peace, human rights and democracy. Paris, FR: UNESCO.

e UNESCO, (1995). Declaration of principles on tolerance. Paris, FR: Retrieved May 03, 2017,
from: http://www.unesco.org/webworld/peace_library/UNESCO/HRIGHTS/124-129.HTM

e UNICEE (2009). Mynimiukyniiiypanusmoiti u meéyeltiHuukuitie 0gHocU 60 00pa3o8aHueiio,

Ciiyguja 3a MynitiuKyniypanusmoil u medyeiminuukuitie ogHocu 60 odpasosanueitio. Ckoje,
MK: Kanuenapuja na YHUIED.




