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Extended summary1

In accordance with the nationally oriented ans scientifically based methodological di-
rection for developing music literacy in Serbia – the combined-functional or Vasiljević meth-
od, as it is known today in academic circles – model songs and songs for special occasions are 
the starting point in the process od developing music literacy in pupils of the lower grades of 
primary school. Model songs were created by Miodrag A. Vasiljević (1903–1963) by using folk 
or composing new songs in the “folk spirit” in order to encourage the unified vocal and rhyth-
mic maturation of the child during its introduction to music literacy. Zorislava M. Vasiljević 
(1932–2009), the first methodologist of teaching music pedagogy in our country, building on 
the starting points of Miodrag A. Vasiljević (fixing the tonal functions of basic tones through 
model songs and the use of folk melodies in music education), offered in accordance with the 
didactic-methodological principles of modern music teaching a methodological concept that 
enables every child to become musically literate and begin vocal development in his/her mu-
sical mother tongue and thereby she opened a new chapter in the history of Serbian music 
pedagogy. However, the Vasiljević method, although it proved itself in teaching solfeggio in 
some schools of primary music education, has not yet reached its full effect in teaching mu-
sic in primary general education schools in Serbia. One of the reasons is that teaching music 
in these schools relies heavily on textbooks in which the authors usually deviate from its start-
ing points by choosing content and methodological solutions. In order to look at the quality 
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and role of songs for developing music literacy using Vasiljević method, where their function-
ality is also viewed from the perspective of supporting vocal abilities, we analysed the contents 
of the textbooks of eight publishing houses (Zavod za udžbenike, Kreativni centar, Klett, Novi 
logos, Vulkan, Bigz, Freska, and Eduka). The results indicate that the textbooks mostly contain 
the models recommended in the curriculum, but that the models are often composed, with a 
varied success, by the textbook authors themselves with a didactic purpose. The results also 
showed that, given the manner of composing the structure and content, and the underdevel-
oped graphic representations of songs in the textbooks, it is difficult, sometimes impossible, to 
determine the methodological function of the songs. Moreover, many textbook authors do not 
follow the methodological guidelines for voice development. Given the different applications 
of the Vasiljević method, in methodological guidlines, and in accordance with the outcomes 
of contemorary teaching where primacy is given to children’s natural music maturation, we in-
vestigated the ethno-musicological material from different parts of Serbia. The songs in ethno-
musicological collections are notated using the Finnish method and abound in melismas. In 
order for them to take on the role of model songs and songs for special occasions, they need to 
be adapted to the needs of teaching and pupils’ vocal abilities by using the procedures of trans-
position, elimination of melisma, and text modification that we presented and explained in the 
paper. Then we provided the examples of songs from Novi Pazar, Leskovac, and Kosovo-Meto-
hija regions that we singled out as a proposed additional content in the existing corpus of mu-
sical material in the syllabuses for the unified work on setting the sound of melodic-rhythmic 
issues of music literacy and vocal development. For setting the basic pitches, we selected five 
model songs and eleven songs for special occasions with initials from DO to SOL, of different 
melody ranges (d1–f1, c1–f1, c1–g1, c1–a1, c1–c2), four songs for special occasions for set-
ting duration ratios of 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4, and rhythmic figures of a quarter note with a dot and 
one-eighth note, two songs for special occasions for working on interpretation and one song 
for special occasions for working on intonationally pure singing. The aim of the research is to 
improve the lessons of music literacy in primary schools in Serbia using the Vasiljević method 
and to point out the importance of folk songs as basic and initial music material, both for the 
music literacy of children and for vocal development. The implications of the research refer to 
raising the professional competence of primary school teachers in the selection of music mate-
rial (textbooks, reference books, collections of songs, and other didactic printed or electronic 
materials) for teaching music literacy and in the design of operational plans written by primary 
school teachers based on the methodological foundation of the selected textbook. Broader im-
plications refer to the adaptation of the ethnomusicological material from all parts of Serbia to 
inspire future adaptations of the music curricular content. Similarly, this paper should contrib-
ute to the improved work in schools and teacher education faculties in Serbia in terms of using 
the Vasiljević method appropriately. Last, but not the least, it should present to our region the 
methodological advantages of this method in building elementary music literacy. 

Keywords: music literacy, vocal development, model songs, songs for special occasions, 
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